HORATIO SHARPE; Efg; Governor:

C H A P. V. : . :
An ACT for trial of all matters of fal, in the feveral counties where they have
: L arifen, or fhall arife.

‘This a& was made for three years, &c. It expired at the end of the term. e

Tt empowered the governor to appoint any two juftices of the provincial court; on each fide of the bay,
to be juftices of aflize, nifi prius, oyer and terminer and gaol delivery ; any one, or both of them, had au-
thority to nold court, at ftated periods, twice a year, in each county within their diftri&, for the trial of all
fadks arifing in that county ; but in cafes where juftice to them appeared to require the trial out of the
county, the trial might be had in any other county which he might appoint. , ,

Fifty frecholders were to be fummoned, ten days before the affize fhould begin in each county, to ferve
as grand and petitjurors. There were to be the fame regulations refpecing them as in the provincial ¢ourt;
except the allowance for the fervices, And for trials at bar, in the provincial court, the fheriff of Anne-
Arundel was to fummon 24 good and lawful men de circumflantibus, . = ,

_This act contained regulations refpecting the fending of records, and -refpecting pleadings and fpeedy
trials. ~ It moreover empowered the juftices to make further regulations, agreeable to the laws of England
and of this province, and to enforce them by reafonable, difcretionary fines. Al theriffs, bailiffs, and other
officers and perfons, were commanded to yield obedience to all procefs, warrants and precepts, that thould
be iffued by, or returnable to the faid juftices. ) .

Whenever, upon trial, either of the parties thould require it, this court was commanded to allow and even
to dire& a fpecial verdi&t. It was likewife to allow and fign bills of exception tendered by perfons under cri-
minal profécution. In cafes of this kind, no judgment could be rendered untll the provincial court had
determined on the exception. And whenever, upon a general verdi&, a juftice thould exprefs doubts re-
fpecting the judgment, the cafe was to be referred to the provincial court, which-was to confider and give
judgment thereon. ‘

The jurifdiction of county courts was in no cafe taken away ; on the contrary, that the affize court
might not be prevented, by a multiplicity of petty bufinefs, from deciding on matters not determinable
elfewhere, the jurifdiction of the county courts was rendered exclufive, as to all felonies, trefpafles, and other
evil deeds, already triable before them, except affrays, and other offences committed in view of the juftices
of affize, during their fitting. There was, however, a faving to the party of the benefit of writs of remo-
val from the county, to the provincial or to the aflize court.

Each juftice of aflize, was allowed, for every circuit, the quantity of 7,000lb. of tobacco, to be paid in
the county of his refidence, in the fame manner as public levies. :

This a, likewife, repealed the a of 1715, ch. 37, fo far as that aét related to the fummoning of ju-
rors to attend the provincial court,

‘ c H A P VI. ‘ '

A Supplementary ACT to the a&, entitled, An a& for the {peedy

trial of criminals, and afcertaining their punithment in the coun-

ty courts, when profecuted there, and for payment of fees due
from criminal perfons.

OR preventing all doubts for the future, 3¢ it enafted and veclaren, by be
right honourable the lord proprietary, by and with the advice and confent ¢f
bis lordfoip’s governor, and the upper and lower bhoufes of affembly, and the

authority of the fame, That all legal fees which have arifen, and are not alrea-
dy otherwife paid and allowed, or which fhall hereafter arife on thé profecution
of any negro, or other flave, in any county court, whether fuch flave be conviced
or acquitted, fhall be chargeable to, and paid by the refpective county where fuch
profecution fhall be had, and aflfeffed in the county levy of fuch county.

| ~C H A P. VIL |
An ACT for reviving and continuing of actions and procefs in feveral of the courts
of law within this provinee;
Viz. In the court of appeals, held the third Tuefday in FeBmary laft, until the court to be held on the

third Tuefday in O&ober ; and in the courts of St. Mary’s; Charles, Anne-Arundel, Calvert, Baltimore,

?rincc-GgPrge’s, Kent, Talbot, and Dorchefter counties, held in November or March laft, until the next
une court:

All writs of replevin, and attachment, returnable to November or Ma.rch, which “have been ekecutea,
fhall be returned to June., .

The crimina bufinefs, depending in Baltimore county in November or March laft; is likewife i'evive(ir

and continued to June. " And every nonpros and diftontinuance, and every judgment entered in thé abfence
of attornies, in Frederick county, is done away. There is, however, an exception of the cafes of abate-
~ ment by death ; and no bail, in any civil cafe, in any of the faid counties, where the principal has abfcond-.

ed or removed from the county fince the firft day of Noveifiber laft, and no fureties for the appearance of
perfons profecuted in Baltimore November or I\Za'rch court, o whofe recognizance no default was then
entered, are to be affeQed by this a&. , N

The time from Auguft 1, 1765, to June 1, 1766, inclufive, is not to-be weckoned as part of the time
timited for bringing a&tions, or iffuing executions: ~And any perfon fliall take ddvantage offthis a& with-
.outa fpecial replication. : :

Laftly, a difcretionary power is given to the courts, to continue until Auguft next; fuch ations hereby
revived, as without this act could not be continued beyond June next,
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